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September 4th, 2012

Dear Parents/Guardians,


I would like to take this opportunity to welcome you and your child back to Maryview School for another school year. For those who are new to the school community we would like to extend a special welcome. We hope you have had an enjoyable and relaxing summer. The year ahead will be filled with many exciting challenges and wonderful learning opportunities. 
About Your Grade 3 Teacher – Mrs. Michelle Khatib
I have been teaching for the past 22 years, 17 of those in a Catholic school setting, in a variety of teaching (K-9) and administrative roles such as Curriculum Coordination, Director of Educational Technology and my last posting was a Vice-Principal for Chinook’s Edge School Division. Some of you may remember me from last year; I took over Mr. Chauvet’s leave of absence and taught many of your children gym.  I was also the counselor at the school.  Through this journey, I realized just how important and blessed we are to be teaching our faith and I longed to return to Red Deer Catholic Regional Schools. For a complete biography you can visit http://www.michellekhatib.com
Communication

Our class website can be found at www.maryviewgr3.com.  This website has been created so that you can see the daily agenda postings, assignments, and calendar events for the month. You can follow the daily RRS feeds (agenda updates) on your computer or Smart phone by clicking on the RSS feed on the website and downloading an RSS app to your Smart phone.  I like the Google Apps Browser App for viewing the RRS feeds on my phone and I usually place this on my home screen.  For those parents who would like a private daily text message instead with the agenda information that is privately delivered to your phone through Remind101, please send a text to 438-800-2361 with the message saying:  @mrskh   See the graphic on the next page.  Many parents find this helpful, as it is just that one extra reminder that we so often need in our busy lives.  
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I believe in strong communication with parents, this is why you will receive daily feeds (this will be instead of the monthly newsletter) about what your child is learning as well as items that they may need to bring to school.  For those of you who do not have a computer or SMART phone, your child will also be writing these important events in their agenda so you will receive the information.  No matter how you receive the information, we ask that you sign your child’s agenda daily so that we know you are informed.  Please have your child return this everyday, as it will be checked on a daily basis. The students can earn two tickets for a complete week of parent signatures!  Please feel free to comment in your child's agenda and to contact me at the school anytime through phone (403) 347-1455 or by email: mkhatib@rdcrd.ab.ca 
Student Blogs
Students will get to share their writing with their peers on our class website>student blog section at http://www.maryviewgr3.com/student-blogs.html.  This is a password-protected page that only the students and teacher will have access to see.  Students will be taught proper “Digital Citizenship” and will not put their last names on any of their work and will be told not to put any addresses or important family information.  They will also be instructed on how to post a proper comment.   We all need to realize that as students learn online, they will make mistakes.  This is the perfect time and place for students to learn (because it is password protected) before they start engaging online without the educated training.  Just like when we learn how to ride a bike, we fall, learn from our mistakes and get better. 

Student Profile Activity

Our Division Theme this year is “We Are All Precious in God’s Sight”.  Students will be asked to colour their treasure chest (a symbol of where we keep our precious things) and to fill this bag with items that are precious to them.   Inside the bag, the child can bring in items that tell about his/her personality, interests, likes, dislikes, special events, etc. that the child feels is important or precious.  This will help us know each person a little more and recognize his/her accomplishments.  Please send this back by Thursday of this week. 
Guided Reading

Students will be starting a Guided Reading program next week, so students are asked to read either independently or with an adult for 20-30 minutes a night. A Reading Log is attached to this letter and once your child has completed both sides they will return it for two prize tickets.  This will also be used to record their home reading program on their report card.   
Discipline

Students are always expected to act in a respectful and cooperative manner.  I use a positive approach to focus on working toward being the best we can be.  We all have the right to learn and grow and we want to maximize our learning opportunities.  The theme “WWJD” (What Would Jesus Do) will be an important issue all year.  I use different incentives to acknowledge appropriate behaviors (star tickets, small treats, free time).  You will be notified, either through a note in the agenda or by phone call, if there are any persistent inappropriate behaviors occurring, so that a supportive plan can be put into place.  I will usually write a note in the agenda that will ask your child to explain to you what happened, ask that you speak to them about it, and then sign the note for us to know it has been discussed at home.
Book Orders
We will send a book order form home roughly once per month.  Please do not feel you must order; however, if you choose to, send the money and form in by the due date stated in the agenda.  Cheques made out to Scholastic are preferable.
Working With Words
This year, as part of our L.A. program, we will be working with words in class as well as have you practice these words at home.  These words will be written in the daily agenda for you each week as well as on the website.  Students will be quizzed on Friday, or Thursday if it is a short week.  Students will bring home their results once they have been marked. 
Library
Our library day will be scheduled once a week on Wednesday afternoons.  Please keep library books in a safe and consistent place so they can be returned weekly.  The students are required to keep a book in their desk at all times in case they finish assignments early.  This can be a library book, class book or a book from home.  I also have a guided reading library in my class, which has been categorized by different reading levels.  Students are welcome to take these books home as well, but are asked to sign these out.  If they happen to loose a book, students will be asked to bring $5.00 to replace it.
Star of the Week
The Grade 3 class will have a Star of the Week program that honors one student each week.  On Friday a name will be drawn randomly.  The person that is drawn will be given a poster “ My Amazing Life” that needs to be filled out. This will help students appreciate their accomplishments and will share their talents with the rest of the class. Please send the poster in on Monday if possible, so that it can be displayed for the following week.  On the Friday of that week, your child will have the opportunity to share their poster with the class as well as bring in any show and tell they would like to share with the class.  We all love this activity!  Thanks for your help with this.
Community Walk

There are times throughout the year when I would like to take the children on a community walk to look at leaves, changes in the neighborhood (science/social), buildings and structures, walks to church, occasional treats at 7 Eleven (especially on hot days) that are in our neighborhood etc…  Please sign the permission form on the last page to allow your child to partake in these activities.
Lunches/Peanuts

Parents please note that we do not have a microwave or kettle, so please do not send anything that needs to be warmed up.  We are also striving to be a nut free school due to the numerous peanut allergies. Please do not send any items containing nuts to school with your child.
Extra Talents
If any of you have extra talents that you would like to share with us that pertain to any of our curriculum themes and topics, I would love to have you share your time and talents with us.  For a list of the grade three curriculum topics go to: http://education.alberta.ca/media/445757/pub3.pdf
Volunteers Needed

If you are able to volunteer in the school, please fill out the form below indicating the times that would be best for you.  When I am in need of a volunteer for specific activities, I will draw on this list.  Thanks so much!
I am looking forward to working together with you to make this school year rewarding and fulfilling for your child. Thank you for your anticipated co-operation and support.
Sincerely,
Mrs. Khatib
Information Form to be Sent Back to School

September 4, 2012
Yes, I ______________________ give my child _____________________ permission to go on a community walk throughout the school year as part of the school activities.
Parent Signature

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Please fill in the information below that applies to you.
Yes, I ____________________________ would like to come into the classroom and volunteer.   The dates that are best for me are _____________________________.  The times that are best for me are____________________________________.  I can be reached at this number ____________________________.  

I have a special talent that I am willing to share with the class if needed.  It is ____________________________.  Please contact me at _______________ if this fits with the curriculum.

Yes, I would like to help out the classroom and I __________________________am able to volunteer by cutting and pasting items at home.  Please feel free to call me at ______________________.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

For school/ parent communication purposes, please write down your most current email address.  Your email address will be placed in a BCC format so that it is kept private and secure. My email address that is most current is _____________________.  

First and last name of parent  (Please print) _____________________________.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

My child’s______________________ regular routine after school for going home is to ____________________________ (take the bus, parent pickup, walking).

At lunch my child will be________________ (staying at school, walking home for lunch).
